
26th July 2022 A Sleightholme Gazetteer 
By Andrew Sefton 

 
The purpose of this document is to give a guide to my cousins where our Sleightholme branch of our family lived and worked, 
were baptised, married and buried.  The Sleightholme name seems to have its origins in North Yorkshire although some place 
names suggest Cumbria and Northumberland. But by and large most origins are in North Yorkshire. 
 
I have plotted the Sleightholme name using some mapping software which tracks the IGI and Census and plots every 
occurrence on a generated map. Variants are with and without the suffix ‘e’ 

. 
 

Our Sleightholme family Line 
 
My Grandmother was Mary Eleanor Sleightholme  (b.28 Nov 1886  in Little Barugh, Kirby Misperton & d. 15th Oct. 1936) who 
married Reginald Ramsden RIVIS in Sherburn in 1907 they had 8 children.  She attended school in Kirby Misperton. 
 
My GGrandfather was George Henry Sleightholme a local methodist lay preacher and farmer. He was born at Farndale in 1857.  
He married Isabel Fenwick (b.1857 Swinton) in 1880 in Saville Methodist Church Malton.  
She was the daughter of John Fenwick (b. Helmsley 1823). In the 1881 census John (married Mary WILKINSON) was a farmer of 
500 acres in Appleton le Street. George Henry became a farmer at Stainers Farm in Little Barugh until 1904  when he moved to 
Sherburn nr Scarborough and ended his days farming in Wold Newton until his death in 1919. They had 12 children.  
 
George Henry's father was Joseph Sleightholme (my GGGrandfather) a local methodist lay preacher and farmer.  
He was born in Fadmoor in 1827. He married Jane Smith (b. Farndale 1830) in 1855 in Kirby Moorside church. The daughter of 
Robert Smith (b. 1803 Farndale) a farmer at Low Mill, Farndale and Mary CLARKE (Robert was the son of Matthew SMITH and 
Elizabeth MEDD) (Mary Clarke was the daughter of Henry CLARKE and Sarah PEIRSON who married in Rosedale in 1795).  
 
I have never found the birth record for Joseph and this still remains a slight mystery. However, I have linked him to his father 
via the entry in the 1851 census where he was listed as a SON to Ellen who was a widow at the time. Is that enough?  By the 
way, there is separate tale of another Joseph Sleightholme, born about the same time, that is supposedly the true inheritor of 
the Wykeham Estate—but that’s another story! 
 
Joseph's father was George Sleightholme (my GGGGrandfather) a farmer in Fadmoor and later Farndale. Born Fadmoor in 
1795. He married Ellen Garnett (b. 1801) in 1823 in Kirby Moorside church. The daughter of Joseph Garnett and Elizabeth of 
Farndale. Thank goodness Kirby Moorside has a Dade Register!.  
 
George was the son of John Sleightholme (my GGGGGrandfather) a farmer in Fadmoor. He married Hannah Fowler. (unknown 
date or place). Hannah is the daughter of George Fowler and Elizabeth DUNNING from Hutton near Malton. I have managed to 
find some Tythe maps and locations of their farms and field boundaries in both Farndale and earlier in Fadmoor. Children: 
Nanny, Elizabeth (Betty), Hannah, John, George, Rachel, Mary and one more unknown. But the tree gets unreliable earlier than 
this.  
 
For the previous generation, my research assumes John Sleightholme b. Fadmoor married Anne Watson 29 Jan 1749. From 
which I identified 3 children but there may be more: John, William and Richard.  But  Andrew Heaton (see later email) thinks 
his parents were William Sleightholme (1724-1810) and Sarah Pilmoor(1713-1756), and he could be correct.  



The connection to Fadmoor 
 
The villages of Fadmoor and Gillamoor have always fascinated me and I came across an interesting article on the Story of the 
two villages by Raymond H. Hayes in the Number 4 April 1969 edition of the "Rydale Historian".  
 
It lists the details of holdings before and after enclosures.  
 

Fadmoor 1763  
 
FREEHOLDERS:  
 
James HOBSON - 78 acres  
Matt. and Mich. PILMORE - 8 acres  
John SIMPSON - 16 acres  
 
COPY HOLDERS (Under the Manor Court)  
 
John and William SLEIGHTHOLME - 104 acres  
Matthew and Mich. PILMORE - 44 acres  
Raebanks PILMORE - 26 acres  
Thos. BOYES - 35 acres  
Johnathon DUNNING - 26 acres  
John CHAPMAN - 32 acres  
Widow CHAPMAN - 13 acres  
G. GAMBLE - 13 acres  
T. PORTER (Bitterdale) -32 acres  
S. PUDAMS - 6 acres  
W. RICHARDSON - 3 acres  
T. & J. BAKER - 4 acres  
Wm. POTTER (Woolah) - 67 acres  
 
(Far Wolley was divided between J.CHAPMAN, Jon. DUNNING, Wm. SLEIGHTHOLME and Wm. CASS)  
 

Fadmoor 1796  
 
John WILKES - 138 acres (£51)  
Wm. SLEIGHTHOLME - 115 acres (£27)  
John PROUD - 104 acres  
Geo. SLEIGHTHOLME - 91 acres (£55)  
Will. DUNNING - 68 acres (£36)  
John DUNNING - 58 acres  
John BOYNTON - 38 acres  
Wm. RICHARDSON - 15 acres  
Elizabeth CHAPMAN - 44 acres  
R.Wm. POTTER (New Wooley) - 163 acres  
John WAYND (Ankness) - 271 acres (£89)  
L. NORMINTON (Stonely.Wds) - 117 acres (£23)  
 
By 1796 both the amount of land and the value (Duncombe Estate Office Valuation) had increased. Fadmoor now had 1269 
acres, valued at £542.11.0. The common pasture had been incorporated.  



From the Ryedale Historian April 1969 "The Story of Gillamoor and Fadmoor"  
 
Extract: “A Tax levied on heads of households in 1301 provides the following names:  
 
Gillamoor:  
 
Walter Swetelaf  
Johanne son of Hawis  
Ada Sonlay  
Willelmo Preposito (reeve or bailiff)  
Waltero Percy  
Johanne Belle  
Waltero Pinder (the pinder impounded stray beasts; Pinfold House now marks the site of Gillamoor pinfold)  
 
Fadmoor:  
 
Rogero de Sletholme  
Rogero de Fadmoor  
Willelmo son of Walter (he had land in Farndale)  
Rudulpo Bene Nicholas le Clay  
 
The first Fadmoor name implies there was a farm at Sleightholmedale by this time. But by 1700 members of the Sleightholme 
family farmed at Fadmoor. “ 
 
In the churchyard of Gillamoor, near Kirby Moorside the following inscription:  
 
"In Memory of George Sleightholme of Fadmoor who died July 11 1834 Aged 67 years.  
Jane Sleightholme his wife who died July 17 1827 Aged 71 Years.  
Jane Sleightholme their daughter who died March 31 1819 Aged 27 and John Sleightholme their son who died October 5 1833 
aged 51 years also of George their son who died May 18 1853 Aged 65 Years.  
Eleanor his wife died Nov 6 1856 aged 63 years also their three children  
Jane died Jan 27 aged 11 years, George died Nov 1 1854 Aged 31 years and of Jane who died in her infancy."  
 
There is a mystery here. I have a copy of the will of George which states he died in 1821 and the PR states he was buried 20 
July 1821. So why does the gravestone say 1834???  
 
The Borthwick holds wills for the Yorkshire area and these are amongst their holdings:  
 
Jun 22 1565 Thomas Sleightholm Fadmore (bur, Kirkebye Morshed)  
May 31 1589 Thomas Sleightholme Fadmore (bur. Kirbie Moreshed)  
Apr 25 1588 Peter Sleghtholme Kirkbie Moreshed  
May 21 1621 Agnes Sleightholme Fadmoor Spinster  
Mar 26 1650 William Sleightholme, Kirkby Moorside  
Feb 6 1661 John Sleightholme Fadmoore bur Gillamoore  
 
I have many references and Tithe maps which show them owning land in Fadmoor right through the 1700's.  
 
There are other Sleightholmes dotted around in other locations in Yorkshire but it does show that Sleightholme's were 
consistently in Fadmoor from the earliest of times up until the early 19th century when they all disappear.  
 
In the Ryedale Historian Number 4 April 1969 is "The story of Gillamoor and Fadmoor" by Raymond H. Hayes. Hayes asks why 
these twin villages were founded where they are on the high limestone land 500 feet above sea level, without any regular 
water supply, and only half a mile apart? Hayes quotes R.W. Crossland who had a theory that the long line of English named 
villages along the northern edge of the marshy vale of Pickering represents the first wave of English settlements, and at a later 
influx of immigrants colonised the limestone hills about A.D. 700, when Cropton, Appleton, Spaunton, Fadmoor and Gillamoor 
appeared. By the time of the Norman conquest the villages were well established and appear in the Doomsday Book. In 1301 a 
tax levied on the heads of households has one "Rogero de Sletholme" living in the parish of Fadmoor but Hayes believes this 
name may have come from a farm in Sleightholmedale.  
 
This is the earliest date I have found the name and may indicate that the name does in fact come from Sleightholme Dale and 
may it may have got its name from the two villages close by which were 'Slight' islands of dry limestone above a surrounding 
Marshy vale of Pickering.  



 

What is the Sleightholme link to Joseph Pilmoor?  
 
The obituary in the Malton Gazette of May 30 1903 of my Great Great Grandfather 
Joseph Sleightholme led me to investigate the great American missionary Joseph 
Pilmoor. The newspaper report read as follows: Death of Mr Joseph Sleightholme of 
Little Barugh.  
 
Those who knew the "grand old man" of village Methodism, Mr. Joseph Sleightholme 
of Little Barugh, will hear with some amount of surprise of his sudden demise which 
took place on Thursday morning about 3 o'clock at the ripe old age of 76 years. 
Though he had for some time, shown signs of failing health, especially in sight and in 
memory, he continued to visit the various markets, and on Sundays carried on his 
preaching appointments the last service being conducted in Little Barugh chapel on 
the 26th April. Deceased was a native of Fadmoor, and his early manhood was spent 
at Farndale. He was a relative of Pilmoor, the American missionary. 
 
Following this report I was determined to find the connection and something about 
this man Pilmoor. I went to Malton library and found this extract from a book called 
"Romantic Ryedale" by Joan & Bill Spence.  
 
"A Fadmoor man Joseph Pilmoor, and Richard Boardman of Gillamoor visited Leeds in 1769 to hear John Wesley. They were 
converted to Methodism and were responsible for its foundation in these two small Yorkshire villages. Wishing to undertake 
further service to their newly found religion they put themselves at the disposal of the brethren. They were sent to America 
where they separated. Pilmoor going to Philadelphia and Boardman to New York. Boardman stayed only four years but Pilmoor 
stayed longer. He eventually returned to Fadmoor where he made an appeal for foreign missions in England. With their 
connections with American Methodism through these two men, Fadmoor and Gillamoor organised a three day open meeting 
in 1866, and the centenary of their departure for their mission to the "wilderness" was marked by the construction of a chapel 
at Gillamoor. It is a strong building, and a worthy memorial to the two men who helped prepare the way for the ten million 
Methodists in the United States today."  
 
Some of Joseph Pilmoor's Letters to John Wesley show that they did not always agree on the future path of Methodism. But 
there is no doubt of his influence in N. America and the famous Liberty Tree is almost certainly the "very large tree on a fine 
piece of ground" under which Joseph Pilmoor preached the first Methodist sermon in Maryland on July 11, 1772. The Liberty 
Tree in Maryland is on the grounds of St. John's college in Annapolis. 
 
I have found that Joseph Pilmore married Mary Benezet Wood in 1790 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 
More information is to be found on a recently published book called "Water from the Moors" by the late Isobel Anne McLean. 
The author has carefully researched the life of the famous engineer Joseph Foord who was famous for building a water course 
and aqueduct from Rievaulx all the way across the moors to give water to Fadmoor and Gillamoor which have no water 
sources. This remarkable man, and his story is told in the book, had a skeleton in his cupboard, that he was the father of Joseph 
Pilmoor! He made a girl pregnant called Sarah Pilmoor but did not marry her, Joseph Pilmoor was to grow up fatherless until 
William Sleightholme (from our line) came along and married her and they then produced issue of further Sleightholmes. The 
story is told in the book and it is a fascinating account.  
 

JOSEPH PILMOOR   

 
The following details were supplied to me by Brian Pilmoor and were taken by him from a profile by F D Stranger in the Journal 
of Joseph Pilmoor, edited by F E Maser (published by Message Publishing for the Historical Society of the Philadelphia Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church in 1969) 
 
A brief summary of the life of Joseph Pilmoor: 
 
Born 31 October 1739 at Fadmoor. 
Converted to Methodism at the age of 16 by John Wesley and attended Wesley’s Kingswood School, near Bristol for 3-4 years. 
 
Entered the Methodist ministry on 20 August 1765 and worked in Cornwall (1766), Wales (1768). 
 
On 4 Aug 1769 at the Leeds Methodist Conference he volunteered with Richard Boardman to be Wesley’s first missionary to 
the USA. 



 
Preached his farewell address from the steps of his father’s house at Fadmoor (BP sent me a sketch map showing the location 
of the cottage), before sailing for the USA on 21 Aug 1769 on the ‘Mary and Elizabeth’ arriving in New Jersey nine weeks later. 
[I have not managed to trace this ship of or its passenger lists, but I have only tried sources on the Internet.)   
 
He crossed the Delaware River by ferry then walked the six miles to Philadelphia. He and Boardman alternated between New 
York (population 20,000) and Philadelphia (population 30,000), spending four months each in either town. He established his 
congregation in an unfinished Dutch Presbyterian Church and introduced prayer meetings and the communion service. 
 
On 26 May 1772 he began an extended missionary journey through Virginia, North and South Carolina and Georgia which 
lasted a year. On 2 June 1773 he was back in Philadelphia. On 2 Jan 1774 he returned to England due to the War in the USA.  
 
After his return he worked in London (1776), Norwich (1777), Edinburgh (1779), Dublin (1780), Nottingham (1782), Edinburgh 
again (1783) and York (1784). 
 
In 1784 he returned to the USA and was ordained in the Anglican Church on 27 November 1785 by Bishop Samuel Seabury. He 
had apparently always regarded Methodism as a movement within the Church of England, and had had various disagreements 
and misunderstandings with Wesley.  
 
In 1786 he became rector of the United Parishes of Trinity Oxford, All Saints, Lower Dublin (now Torresdale) and St Thomas 
Whitemarsh (in the vacinity of Philadelphia). He was a leader of the evangelical movement in his denomination and was a 
pioneer in the field of religious education. In 1789 he was additionally appointed assistant minister of St Paul’s, Philadelphia. 
 
In 1790, aged 51, he married Mary Wood, a widow. She died in 1808. 
 
From 1791 he worked full time for St Paul’s and in 1794 moved to Christ Church, New York where he remained for ten years. 
On 5 March 1804 he returned to St Paul’s in Philadelphia where he enjoyed a long and successful career, increasing the 
congregation, founding a Sunday School and encouraging lay visiting and preaching. In 1807 he was created an honorary 
Doctor of Divinity by the University of Pennsylvania. In resigned his position at St Paul’s in 1821, due to ill health, and died on 
24 July 1825. 

Photo supplied by John Kane 

The page on the right is an extract of a document sent to 
me from Ann Winduss a member of the Pilmoor family 
who was granddaughter of Mabel Pilmoor (1901-1968; 
married Irvine Winduss; one son, Ian, her father), eldest 
of four children born to Fred Pilmoor (1877-1931) and 
Sarah Ann (nee Brown).  



The following is an email received from Andrew Heaton who is the eldest son of Mary Heaton, the daughter of Albert (1897-
1977) and Kate Sleightholme. It was sent to me on 19th October 2017 and Andrew proposes another theory and has a different 
opinion on the earlier Sleightholme line. I do not think Andrew will mind me sharing his research with other Sleightholme 
descendants. 
 
Dear Andrew, 
I don't know if you ever solved the Sleightholme/Pilmoor link. If not I have  
come up with a strong possibility. 
Having put the Sleightholme tree that you kindly sent me on to my "Ancestry"  
membership I keep getting "hints" regarding the family. One of these was  
from a family tree which disagrees with your research. The common agreed  
point is "John Slightholm b 2-12-1756 at Kirkbymoorside and m Hannah Fowler  
17-10-1786 at Cropton)". It then has an alternative and that John S's  
parents are not John S = Anne Watson. His parents were William  
Slightholme(1724-1810) and Sarah Pilmoor(1713-1756) His tree then takes us  
back a further five generations to a John Sleightholm(1520-1568) from  
Oswaldkirk. 
I then searched for Rev Joseph Pilmore(1743-1825) to find his parents were  
Sarah Pilmore(1713-1756) and Joseph Foord(1714-1788). There is no sign that  
they were married and indeed Rev J P took his father's Christian name but  
not his surname. Could the two Sarah Pilmoor's be the same person? Well,  
joining up the evidence I have put together her timeline: 
1713 Sarah born 12th Feb at Fadmoor to Ralph Pilmoor and Jane Teasdale 
1743 Son Joseph(the Rev) born in Fadmoor. Father was Joseph Foord aged 29. 
1754 Sarah married William Sleightholme, aged 31 on 27-2-54 at  
Kirkbymoorside. 
1755 Son William born 30-5-55 at Kirkbymoorside 
1756 Son John born 2-12-56 at Kirkbymoorside *** 
1756 Sarah died presumably soon after childbirth. 
If we are to accept this evidence then the Rev Joseph and our direct  
ancestor John*** are half-brothers and most definitely related as stated in  
the article you unearthed from Malton Gazette of 30th May 1903. 
I say all this knowing that relying on many family trees is often dangerous  
and I have not tried very hard to verify. Also both Sleightholme and Pilmoor  
are spelt differently each generation! and lots of Johns Williams and  
Josephs to get confused. So I suggest this finding is likely to be correct.  
What do you think? 
Best wishes, 
Andrew Heaton  
 
As you can see the early Sleightholme family tree is quite ill defined  
and open to further research if anyone else would like to follow this up. 
 
Kirby Misperton School c. 1892—Mary Eleanor Sleightholme is marked 

Below is the presentation gift to her. 
It reads  “Presented to Miss 
Sleightholme By the members & 
Friends of the Wesleyan Chapel on 
the occasion of her marriage in 
recognition of her services as 
organist. Little Barugh. 1907”. The 
Chapel has recently been demolished. 



The Building of Gillamoor Church in 1802  
 
I became interested in Gillamoor Church when my mum, Dorothy, kept telling me that as a young girl she was told by her 
mother, Mary Eleanor, that Gillamoor church had been built single handed by a relative of ours. She could not remember who 
or what the relationship was. For years I thought that this must have been another tale that gets confused over the years and 
then in 1999, I decided to investigate. Some years back a Sunday ride through the Yorkshire Moors landed at Gillamoor and a 
look around the church revealed a plaque on the wall which gave some substance to my Mum's story.  Now, I knew that her 
mother was a Sleightholme and that James Smith must related to her somehow. At the time I was not aware of any relationship 
to any Smiths on the Sleightholme branch. On the Sleightholme side I had only gone back as far as my Great Great Grandfather 

Joseph Sleightholme. I knew (from speaking to older members of the 
Sleightholme family) that his wife was called Jane. So I found their 
Marriage in 1855 (pre-Internet!). When I got the marriage certificate 
back it told me that Jane's maiden name was Smith and her father was 
called Robert. I thought I was hot on the trail! I knew that Jane was 
born in 1830 as her age was shown on the marriage certificate and the 
1881 census showed her birthplace as Farndale.  I found a Jane Smith 
christened 10 Feb 1830 in Kirkby Moorside with the father shown as 
Robert and her mother shown as Mary.  

 
Robert Smith was married twice. First to Mary Clarke on 29 August 1829 and next to 
Christiana Jackson on 5 Dec 1832. I found 2 children by Mary Clarke who were Jane 
and Cass. Robert and Christiana had nine children. My theory is that Mary died 
giving birth to Cass (but I have no evidence for that). It is interesting to see that Jane 
was living with her Grandma Sarah Clarke in the 1841 census and the 1851 census 
and not with the Smith family. 
 
Was Robert’s father the James that built Gillamoor church?  
 
I found Robert’s father was Mathew Smith who had married Elizabeth Medd in Old 
Malton in 1799. I was slightly disappointed but my hopes were raised after a visit 
back to Gillamoor when I found the gravestone of Mathew and Elizabeth Smith 
located directly underneath the plaque of James Smith. I still believed there was a 
connection. I then looked back further to find that Mathew Smith's father was a 
Mathew Smith from Lastingham who had married Mary Helm and checking all his 
offspring led me to the Christening of James in Lastingham church on the 14th 
September 1755.  
 
So there it was. James Smith who built Gillamoor church was in fact the brother of 
Mathew Smith, father of Robert Smith and hence the great uncle of Jane Smith who 
married Joseph Sleightholme. The fascinating thing for me is that unless my mother 
had given me that snippet of information passed down via 6 generations, I would 
never have found out about my Great Great Great Great Great Uncle James Smith 
who built Gillamoor church with his own two hands almost 200 years ago.  
 
 

Jane Smith who Married Joseph 
Sleightholme in 1855 and whose great 

uncle built Gillamoor church 

Dorothy stood by the monument of James Smith on Gillamoor Church 



From the book of the Memoirs of Thomas Langton, it states that Joseph Sleightholme was proud of his 
connection to Joseph Pilmoor. Ref: THE LIFE STORY OF THOMAS LANGTON OF MALTON THE YORKSHIRE 
EVANGELIST by Watson, Isaac C. Published by Thomas Champness 1895, 1895  



From the book of the Memoirs of Joseph Smith, it states that Joseph Sleightholme was involved in the 
creation of Gillamoor Chapel. Ref: Memoir of Joseph Smith of South Holme by J Smith. Published by R J 
Smithson, 1900  

Gillamoor Chapel now a private residence. 



The house which is the 
long standing home of 
the Sleightholme family 
in Fadmoor 

The house where 
Joseph Pilmoor was 
born. Did he preach 
outside this house 
prior to his emigration 
to America? 
 
Photo: John Kane 

Tithe Map 
of Fadmoor 



The Sleightholme farm at Scarth Nick in Farndale where GGrandfather George Henry Sleightholme was 
born in 1857. 





The 1841 Census Shows Joseph 
Sleightholme (GG Grandfather)
aged 14 living in the farm ‘Scarth 
Gill’ in Farndale Low Quarter of his 
father George and mother Ellen. 
 
The Farm was later called ‘Scarth 
Nick’ but it is the same farm.  

Joseph Sleightholme’s life 
As told by the UK Census 



Ancestry 1851 census has a 
mistranscription for Joseph 
Sleightholme. Note the 
neighbour Matthew Smith 

Ancestry 1861 census has a 
mistranscription for Joseph. 
Joseph and Jane are living in 
Farndale. Son Geroge Henry 
age 5. 

Ancestry 1871 census has 
another mistranscription for 
Joseph. Joseph and Jane are 
living in Great Barugh. Son 
George Henry is there age 15 
and a farmers son. 



Ancestry 1881 census 
has Joseph’s name 
spelt correctly! 
 
They are now living at 
Little Barugh. 

Ancestry 1891 census 
Ooops! Wrong again 
Ancestry again records  
Joseph’s name 
incorrectly. 
 
Joseph is now 
described as a local 
preacher. We know he 
was a preacher every 
Sunday in Great 
Barugh Wesleyan 
Chapel. 

Ancestry 1901 census 
has Joseph’s name 
spelt correctly! 
 
They are living at 
North House, Little 
Barugh. 



Appendix 
 
Origin of the name Sleightholm(e) 
 
 I pronounce it this way "SLITE-HOME". I have always been intrigued by the name and it's origins. 'Holme' is a good old Viking/
Danish word:  
 
From: http://viking.no/e/england/danelaw/epl-danelaw.htm  
 
"HOLME In Scandinavia, the place-name element -holm is usually associated with an island. Not very far from this in meaning is 
the -holm or -holme found in The Danelaw, where we consider the name to 
indicate farmland reclaimed from marshy waste. The meanings remain quite 
close, for such a reclaimed area would, of course, be an 'island' in an otherwise 
wet area."  
 
The word HOLM is defined in the Abridged Oxford Dictionary as, Quote, 
 
" Holm, Holme ,[in sense (1) OE (Old English,i.e. before 1150 A.D.)holm 
sea,ocean,wave; in sense (2),a ON (Old Norse) holmr islet in a bay,etc. meadow on 
the shore corresponding to OS (Old Saxon) LG, (Lower German),holm,hill.]  
1 The sea,the wave OE only. 2 An islet; especially in a river. Frequently in place 
names(Old English) 3 a piece of low lying flat ground by a river or stream(ME, 
Middle English i.e. after 1150 A.D.)"  
 
From: http://www.surnameweb.org/centers/h/hume/meaning.htm  
 
"The most well known example of the Nordic use of the name is the capital of Sweden. Stockholm was founded on an island 
now known as Stadholm, which when translated becomes City,(Stad),holm,(island in the mouth of a river). The fact that 
Stockholm was not founded until the middle of the 13 century would not preclude the possibility that the HUME/HOME/
HOLME/HULMES came specifically from that area."  
 
The book "The Origin of English Place Names" supplies the following :- ON (Old Norse), holmr 'higher dry ground amidst 
marshes' ; 'a piece of flat ground'; 'an island', is extremely common. Forms in 'hulm' are definitely Danish, but most place-
names appear to be from the Norse element. The word becomes common outside Scandinavian areas and many of the place-
names in -holme in the Danelaw may really be from the ODa( Old Danish) hulm, its real origin being obscured by AN spellings 
as holm. A classic example is Holme -  On - Spalding Moor, if anyone has passed it by or looked at it from the wolds it stands 
out from the surrounding landscape very much as an island and was in early times surrounded by marsh land. 
 
The word "SLIGHT" is more of an obscure origin. The Norwegian word for family is "släkt". However it is pure speculation to 
link this word to ours. It may of course be literal. If the word is derived an island in a stream or river or just a raised piece of 
ground like "Holme on Spalding Moor" for example, then it may just mean a slight hill of reclaimed area around a wet or 
marshy area.  
There are various places that the word crops up. Enter the word Sleightholme in Streetmap.co.uk and you get the following 
entries:  
 
Sleightholme,Durham []  
Sleightholme,Cumbria []  
Sleightholme Beck,Durham [Water Feature]  
Sleightholme Dale,North Yorkshire []  
Sleightholme Fm,North Yorkshire [Farm]  
Sleightholme Moor,Durham []  
Sleightholme Moor,Durham [Land Feature]  
 
Interestingly there are no places called Slightholm without the 'e'. We are mostly interested in "Sleightholme Dale", mainly 
because it is very near to where our Sleightholme ancestors had their origins in the village of FADMOOR. It is the only place 
that can trace a line back using the Viking sounding surname from the people that lived there to the distant past, when records 
began, of where the Sleightholme name can be found.  
 
The eliminant historian Raymond H. Hayes attributed an influx of immigrants colonising the limestone hills about A.D. 700, 
when Cropton, Appleton, Spaunton, Fadmoor and Gillamoor appeared. It is tempting to speculate that the people using the 
later Viking / Danish surname of Sleightholme were part of those immigrants. 

Holme-On-Spalding Moor Church standing on top of a 
glacial mound 



The Sleightholme area of interest in North Yorkshire 

1.  Great Barugh Chapel (now a private residence) where Joseph 
Sleightholme preached. 
2. Little Barugh where Joseph, later followed by son George 
Henry Sleightholme lived on Stainers Farm. 
3. Kirby Misperton where Grandma Mary Eleanor Sleightholme 
went to school and played the organ in the chapel (as well as 
Little Barugh Wesleyan Chapel—now demolished). 
4. Sleightholme Dale (which is possibly the origin of the name). 
5. The house in Fadmoor where Joseph Pilmoor was born and 
preached outside before his emigration to America. 
 

6. The house in Fadmoor, the ancient home of the Sleightholme family.  
7. Gillamoor Chapel which was built following the suggestion of Joseph 
Sleightholme. 
8. Gillamoor Church was built by family member James Smith ‘with his 
own two hands’. See the plaque on the South wall. 
9. Scarth Gill or Scarth Nick in Farndale which was the farm where Joseph 
was raised by George and Ellen Sleightholme. 
10. Kirkby Moorside Church where Joseph and Jane married and where 
generations of Sleightholmes were married and baptised before them. 
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